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L E T T E R 

T O 

EDMUND BURKE, Esq. 

• S 1 R,/ \ . •; :. . v -. ■ • -". fl n 

O corre& the difordefrs 6f a 
great and ancient (fcteV&f* 
orders which have grown with 
its growth 9 andjlrcngthmtdwithhsjlrcngihj 
is fo nice and fo difficult . an undertaking, 
that we ought not to wonder if thofe who 
try it ffiould fail in the attempt. But tfo£ 
undertaking ts of fo noble arid fo beneficent 
a kind, t;hat even the attempt, whpfr'fin* 
cere' an<l i^unterefted,', mepts; fame* IliarQ 
of our 'approbation. "There are, indeed,' 
.many peppleVho Will not grant tin J jjpe? 
cies of mejrtf to. you and your gflociate?, 
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in your preient fcheme of reforming the 
government of Great Britain : alledging 
that your motives are fordid or fpitefulj 
and youiT purpdfds mitchievoifc. Ufon 
what they found this allegation I do not 
know, for I cannot ailow that a mifchie- 
vous conduct is a fufficient proof of a mif- 
chkvous mteHtbn.y But iet^tfrcm*? foiind 
if upon What they will, no luch conjec- 
ture will appear in any part of this letter; 
On the contrary, it will every wKere pjre- 
jfu^e, th^tjrpur^rppfe is tofrpmote the 
j^lic r yr$fare*in£ will only,enquig| how 
far tfie wifdom pfi the mean? has beUfr ade- 
quate tp,ths benignity of th<? end* : . 

-Thple who, do not Jook deeper than 
the futface k of tftings, may, perhaps con- 



it. Itis indeed addreffed to t you: but not 
as a pnyajte genjtleman,. oi? as, a member 
^theJcity of'Sriftol: itVis.a^refle-d to 
j»u as the mouth of a formidable party, 

3 as 
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as- the *eprefentat:H£e of aU tlje rCpuntjj 

nig '-aflpcUpopse BQ}Y fwarmin^.. in eygiy 
part pf ^e Vng^oro : apd,- a? if is tfin^s, 
not perfbns, which ace j^c ohje&s of my 
enquiry, I fhall make no fcruple In blend- 
ing your whd\^ and, theirs into oue m&fs, 
$r ii} flxx\i}g my oj>ferv&ti§as >ug9fc wh%£ 
if cqatfin,efj- ia theif p^titipns Vfijtj) wh?t \ 
find ij^ y^tMf fpe/^h, - \K^thoi\|: : being, at t^ 
pains of nicely diftiiaguiftiin^ them v 

I ffoall, then, fet out with this general 
ohfe^vaffon j tbajt iq all your proceeding^ 
ttfOWgb. iufiim^teljr. coniie<3ted with, ti^ 
fupreme. pqlifical affairs of thif country, 
there is nothing tfcaf. announces tha^^rnt 
°f tyfrvR ' which djftinguiflies great. , ftat.e£» 
mew from,'great > n}en: of every other pjro^ 
fe$op. .^t.to indulge ipyietf jn_tjie,uife 
of ambiguous phrafo,, lif^n bytShfiM-, 
&. tf.tyfi&fh, -tfratj ftsW P#nM&d : wMh 

forward 
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forward to the cohfcquence' of conic* 
quences ; and which forbids the fengaging 
in any enterprize till all the fteps are fore- 
feen, and all the means are provided for 
rendering it effe&ual. 

To enter at once upon the fubje&: 
Your firft general pofitions are, that an 
undue expenditure of the public money- 
ought to be prevented ; that exorbitant fa- 
laries ought to be diminiflied ; that unme- 
rited penfions ought to be refcinded ; and, 
that abufes in government ought to be re- 
formed;- pofitions fb ridiculoufly true, 
that nothing can account for their coming 
from the mouth of any man of the leaft 
difcerhment, except their being meant as 
baits for drawing fihallow people to put 
their names to petitions containing a va* 
riety of other matters of a much more 
dark and ambiguous kind. 

-To make us however amends for this 
too great fimpKcity, the next fet * of pofi- 
tions, and which make themoft fhining fi- 
gure in all yoiir-ipceches andpetitionsy arteib 
^^ far 
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far from being truifms, that they are not 
true at all \ I mean the.. affertions that 
this extravagant diftribution .of the public 
money in fal^ries and peufions is inftru- 
mental to the influence of ithe Crown; 
that the increafe of it tends to incrcafe this 
influQnce; and that this influence is dan- 
gerous to the liberty ^of the people. 

Men who reafon without fa£b, ox* 
what is worfe, from fads ill underftood 
and improperly ftated, miift never expe£b 
a rational or ufeful oonciufion. : Let lis, 
then, examine ftri&ly what is the trtie> 
ftate of the fa&s, relatively to this matx 
ten Influence in government can uniy 
originate from power or riches ; words 
in the political dictionary meaning almofll 
the fame thing. Whatever ^original po\Ve^ 
or riches the Kings .of EfigLmd inight havs : 
formerly pofleflfed, I leave, to the difcu£; 
fion of hi/lorians and antiquaries ; it is ta 
us a matt? r of jfter-e curio£ty t 4pd totally , 
unconnected with the precept queftion> 
Notwithstanding the high founding word* 
of Kiag, Lords, and CQoaswnfcJp parted 
£ ntent 
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ment afiembled, it ia a fa£t of great noto- 
riety, and of which no man of refle&ion 
can be ignorant, that the difpofal of the 
riches, and with it the fupreme uncontroul- 
able power of this country, has been for 
many years exercifed by the majority 
of the Houfe of Commons alone; and 
that any attempt in the other two parts of 
the legiflature to interfere in this import- 
ant money bufinefs, has been held to be 
unconftitutional. 

This is- a fyftem which has been gra- 
dually forming upon what are now called 
Revolution Principles. It has been ftiled 
by its friends The Whig Svftetn ; and by 
its enemies, Tbe Syftem of Corruption ; but 
I, who neither mean to praife or to blame, 
ind only mean? without fee or reward, to 
fhew, what it really is, do fay, that it is 
the popular or democratic fyftem, and the 
moft popular and democratic that wa3 
ever feen in any empire fo rich and ex- 
tended as ours. It is a fyftem originating 
from the people, and which has been car- 
ried to the utmoft limits of popularity 
I-- - that 



irtdtfS'riave the exclusive privilege of giving 
a*d growing the* 'nation's r tnohej for every 
purpofe* civil arid military, all the cbhfe- 
quenced fhavc? hrrited are bbvT6u$i The 
Kingy I 1 have • iaifl, may declare" war ; tut 
if the majbrfty of -trie Hotiie trf Commons 
are not wilBr^ tfr vbtti the requffite fin> 
j*lies, : his declaration mtift be itnracdiatdy^ 
recalled j to prevent which he will 1 be fure 
not to> declare any war till this rhajorify 
havte'«:made it their own,- by tefttfyirtg 
- thei* approbation of i it< He, rfis fiid,* 
Has the cormnatrd of the army'and' navy' 5 
but- if the Hoofe -of Commons dor not : 
chufe to vote 1 the ; dhfwial money fbrtfneh*- 
payi- he' -would have no- aTmy'ior navy to 
cdrHntetid -: and in. cafe* they ihoufd poft- 
P^ne tr»'palGng tfte' annual aft bf barlia- * 
rJfc&tT 'figainift mutiny and defertion till 
after'thfe* xph of 'March, t&earmy on : 
feotj %hm to- the fentinel at fiis |>atece- 
gatfe;- WciukF Be* legally difbandetK? 

- With' regartf nw the difjJofal of offices, 
iSviY'artd military , : 'it is ntedldfc tb eiiter 
■ WS?%' tedipiijr debit Iris eafy'fof a marr 

; ,l of 
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of your good memory and readinefs of : 
fpeech to make a commentary upon the*, 
little red book to laft three hours and a 
half ; but when done, we (hall learn lit- , 
tie more from it than from the (hort anec- 
dote you relate from Lord Talbot, who; 
you fay, gave up all his attempts to reform 
the King's kitchen, upon finding that the 
Turnfpit was a Member of parliament. : 
This is enough for our inftru&ion; et hoe 
nobis nan altius inferet Amnion. Why fa- ' 
tigue ourfelves with hacking at the wide- % 
jpreadiilg and ever-renewing branches of 
a noxious tree, whfcft the fingle root lies; 
fo vifible, and fo expofed to the axe I / ■ ■ 
But, Sir, I will go further, and;wiU- 
aflert, that a real man of 4 itfaejsdidnot : 
jftand in need of this information fropj * 
Lord Talbot -in order to be let into* the, 
fecret. .A general knowledge of r mart* ; 
kind^ and; a general knowledge of thf rea^ 
confHtutiop pf this country, ought to tava* 
beenrfufficient for the- pu^pofe. All men, 
iu $ £pu** tries, and .in. ^U times, ..vflic^ 

have 
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have cohftantly availed themfelves of that 

advantage for enriching themfelves and' 

their connections. The majority of the: 

Houfe of Commons, our prefent fupreme; 

power, is compofed of men ; and it 

would be an excefc of folly to fuppofe 

them actuated, by motive different from. 

the reft of mankind* In fa&, there is 

not a fingle place of -thole faid to be in : 

the gift of the Crown, that is not poflefled, 

by a Member of parliament, or by fome-, 

body who holds it at his requiiition., 

Thefe requifitions are made, fbmetimes • 

in polite terms, lometwcjr youghly ; but, 

in whatever form they are urged, they 

muft be complied with, elfe — Do you aflc 

me what is further meant, by the word; 

elfe? The anfwer is exceedingly obvi-; 

ous; the perfon commonly cajled the_ 

Chief Minifter, but who is, in reality, no 

more than the ,agent for tranfading what 

belongs to this , political loan between the 

Crown and the People, would foop, in 

cafe of repeated refufals, have a xpajprity . 

of the Houfe of Commons againft him, 

who, 
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who, .by an,,;*ddrefs..to his majefty, 
would immediately ..get him removed, 
from his office; .as they: would, m like 
mannc*,- his ijucceffor, if he ihewed 
himfelf equally ignorant in diilinguifhing 
wheiwert liis.^&Gd matters. I am almoft 
afhamed to haw written fo much in ex- 
planation of -a matter of fo (imple a kind 
**• to require but a hint to be . perfedfcly 
tmderftood. f -will, therefore, conclude 
this -part of fny*fubje& by fcbferving, that 
when you, by your new A£t of parliament, 
fhall have (tripped th6 King of the (mail 
remains o£hi» private fortune, the private 
fortune of his anceftors from William the 
Conqueror, that he will be the only- man 
in th6 Britiih dominions who has neither 
liberty nor property to boaft of ; -and that 
he will 'to Htfirely at' the ntfrey of the 
majority of the Hotift of Commons for 
the fhogs he wears, and for the bread he 
<fe% : diftributes to his ^unaeftfus, arid 
baautifol* family*. /To this you; will per- 
haps % r that he Jbasoio .need. -of private' 
property,* -for that th* fani/h^U^&tmd< t^ 
.-■!■/ find 



ptViM. ' ; 'Be Irfitt T : Jknt>WMt Ms 'Mh 
'lbng'4 fevoui5te : iiotioiif of *i Certain fetxJf 
people j Aha 1 <ft> ikrfvftihVtMh ttf adopt 
any- fiotionvof mine in the rdbrff of" id 
All; I : denVe- of them, atou* iaf you; v is, : a 
little- meaning and confiftency r &d' tlfat 
you wottfd defift; from 'liiflamihg ^the 
minds 6?' the populace 1 fey declamations 
about- the' dangefoUs ttf&bicir ><# * r pferfoti 
whom the" 'popular fyftem has 1 *lfe*dy 
reduced to 'tke-mof^Jieiplefi 1 ftate-of 
dependence.' •" . ■ !; '-••' •-" >» . . '■• 

' Onci aw** • Ht pur - nipd«t,» that I 
neither mean to - prtdfe or toiWara^ oufe 
preieift Jyftem of -government; ; 1< mean to 
acT: a part fomewkat fimilar/ta {hot b£* 
poft upon t^ highmyywhiek points out 
the feveral roaaVtrrti^'dwifeitful traveller, 
white it hife, iffel# wtfirtfentioft of ftifriag 

*^fo6T* ;i - ,rri " :! "•' '-••'•■'• •: » - : '•• ■,•-•■- ■■■■..•■ ". 

\3&th» l tofetei&, :! then, of Ihfe'poftiliko' 
fanirJoH^ eHo^n16> to pbia*' 6u$ toPyoti*' 
t&t'thelpteffenif iftftaenai, elthi*f'49 iitfiF 
rtpMeate^by *jrd^, : &^-*atj*'etri;'''ia ; 
trxiJ C neither 
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neither cafe, be dapgerous to the liberty 
4>f : the people. It is,, indeed, a fyftem 
Jthat.tyy over-checking the public *xerr 
tions> poay, fome time or other, endanger 
the ; indejpendjency: of the whole Britifli 
State, relatively to foreigners, and jyith it 
all, our. lives, liberties, and properties ; but 
the: internal liberty of the people, jrela- 
tiw^to theifowq- rulers, can never, be 
aflfe&«l ^y anj increafe of it ; except.thaf 
increai^ Should A go : io a far as £9 prpducQ 
anarchy, or a total diflblution of,that very 
corrupt fyftem that you complain of: jln 
tfte3afam f wl$£ riuLpeojiJe tkemfeives at* 
th& prhmm vndnli, lof ; this . {$fem?:iih* 
poaaary! d&fpofers ofjtheifio wn fiferty, or 
political -power. • ,rJi ■. -_...;,. 



and : <vfcether * tihift: fSYlPpt pf tfe$ ■ pcopd© 
is to be acquired by love or by monjg^^it 
nflthiag-to^h? prefcftt ^q^o^ftic^i^jJIJhey 
will always, be; the&f Qwpaiafte^ ftlydp 
they; continue to have, the (hfpp&Lo£ 
themfdveg; and w^U be the more teiia- 

•, cious 
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cifcttl fe r 4e£SniAg <W& Wi^g r mW 
WBeriypitoi Wglftr ^nt^ fTrty fintflt^jP 
brltfg^ ~ -TRhisP : iric*eaffrtg- l&luence ~ Sfdf' T 
am 6i*fifel#&af 3Fdae$nncreaf<^ 
to dief <^rt&fin£ a^ty* dT-"Mcmbttft^F 
padiitffc&£" partly dcCafietfed By fhe^h^ 
creafing rttfftfbSr iiid' avidity of thwcdri* 5 
ftkiieitts : and it J will probably contfotw* 
ittdfeafirig till fiich time as all the money* 
thafccaivbe raifed from the whole of-tBF 
inhabitants of Great Britain, affiftedbyall 
the money his Majefty may draw from his' 
moredi-ftant dominions, will be unable to ' 
fetisfy^ tfiethi : Beyond this period I db xiht : 
chufe fo caft ray eye ; but, as a friend 'fe ■ 
liberty^ -hope it is ftill at a greiat diftance. - 

That there may be errors arid extrava-~ 
gancies* in the expenditure of the public ' 
money, is what I do not attempt to coh* • 
trovert; tad* heartily* wi(b> with ypu, tibat( 
tRey couH be altogether prevented. The :. 
queftion ftiil to be answered, iff, -how f" 
Many' ' attemjkis have beten aaajde of thjb r 
fort, but being rather the^rodud of/act-o 
};.;•;,- C 2 tion 



■*■*** 
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qipt?*.. tavo been, found to do r o*>re faaro^ 
tfiaa;,.good» : &hc&i&$* jfa.&ee&Gbj 

wig #flfces TfroW &JWg *a *k*rr*fr>»fe <«& 
Cftpi9»n&;; by wfoich that -I{^ifrrfe»?b^ 
d^fiBvgd, of .mwy. ;: ^eQ ; wi»& $soeM 
kfc^Je4ge irf'iygBng^,- wpflW; hay^.^ft 
ajbs|p i: arid 'whofe cefebrjfr S# £&)*&(; 
wqurd. ; havet^e#?n^$ammfeta4t£, while? 
thej$ f feaff :ifl $e honfft b^rf .b^^v^Mfdi 
bjr.l^ewujtters,', Gantt*&ars^w4 tpM**** ,ft£ 
tjie jHa&e . obfatffr 3n4 tfl^&l,4a& ***& 

cult; to be \iwt$W rzfy&mftir: 'Tbsfe, 
Sififlre.'thiiSgSf <?.tito- be ra^Xf n4 i«w«n- 
fiderately tampered with. If trie evils we. 
complain 'ftf are, without- xenxcdy, .-the 

la ,4;Miftbk remedy.,. -but; whkb^ »pafc.ap*i 
j^initipn, vTcMiW^rpdutje a/JyfQrfti $fe(Ori 
peri; Jk tfowW bftrp»dn§f« *& apply rik fo : 
n* vpjjft r «f £om$|N?eck &> llf/fad thi& . 
i*lbrHntf|li^ti^!tlw?^^fttikra .«% 
c*aAlMal5ok3;^>(l!tbifc-i«Sfl3W l-^.% 
mil ' • . :.- waat 



wai^(i>|ith»t^infc dfijignefi -trhitA^ in 

the rrtoft Hytly metaph^tSj o*' the ift<flfc 
i^rloomeua peificd^,/; iFhe itfft ft^ t^tJ« 
td:€^[i4owai!d? the eureof *^>diftainf*t 
is to ^bdiont *to* ttw^catrfc.-- Tte *tiuA 
bfth^^movid, the diftemper \UH^(fc 
tly^jafe of itfem If tfeeW*lfc3tf o$<uc& 
4jttfetiH«a3 not to be fuf«p tittle «f removal; 
the fofe is defper^te, Vou fonb-aJSgnol 
asi thfe caufc of ou^ixorbitiht tttfihces tftS 
overbearing and growing influeffce" of the 
€r<ttvrt> and in <*>rifequence of thlfc ikoCidfi 
have adyifcd pwliarocrrt to-.^ftripth«l KSttg 
of the (mall f eniaitos of Jiis .' patrimonial 
revenue, in order to render hira, if poifir 
ble, more > dependent upon the Jiotife of 
Ccn'wnons, Bu<; unjeftail L havpfaid-of 
the* power of the Houfe of Common, if it 
ehatn of lalJhoods, the caufe yott affignii* 
thexeverfe of the .true one; and coedfe* 
qutntiyieyeiy new, ftep taken boriatrealc 
the power. <»f , the Comrjcwoi and the de* 
p«no^(M©f UierCrowm, mtt^opeato m 
ip*re«nng the eviL 
W" " £ut 



i ' JjAtlctiaefp are foot the ooiyithin^s a 
y*\^:&^Jfat bf : btfntfs js-jfwiaptigg; 
Wh&thdt the pabH^-monej, [goes iota the 
HOOfceljft wfljJ&e jn^brit^jia jKuHaoxol-bj 
tJw Tofuhtwjc amtrisratici;o(!iiie.'Kiingi;jor 
ty*J»eiriatvn.ifi^gjeig^wi^ smdfjiteafiirei 
AUl i* ifi&Uowed tot igcb&to their; poefcelfc 
Wbatj bppe, thep, -& there <jf any: J*dr ( «fc 
£9ni-$GtitK>ns or fjpesghes &a$ are-addrjsflei 
to i^feperfon^ acknbwkiiged te be4nJimte? 
To ran&tttte .tbofedwhorjare ; par.ti©s .tte be 
Jtte%6fe :<he. juflge& ,in th^.ca^ jfltews 
wiy J*t*J«:of t\&fpirit:pfJ>^fs+ i m&mtt* 
$M& fcfcrofleflge qf Ateame£&s.by_ which 
all bufinefs is rendered «#?&uah:. Peribape 
jkro may fcy y yfl»,»^ip np^oapFe, thaa v t<» 
«^^.wbat;.yott«onKeifeft-*o;>be. for #ic 
pufe£& good ;7 lea.v&g to parliaroewt.^its. 
fiipei^.wifdonQ ;to:iai&|)t;a6 iuuchuqras 
fttle/af jfovrjadweerks jtf&^ifecwiro- 
moot. ftfcth/istis a^Tnhafttr'tyaUjmeanutar 
aft, ;youodarnb»tnqpii than wbar>be;cbtaep 
j»n asfeb/igiia»t tfeaakij'^jwbofe zeaj,~ihi 
eYei^«wqit>writ^liwtiiihiki<oftheptibh 
But in this cafe, 1 woitf&advafe^jiauyitop 
i;5 way 

3 
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w^^.-pfeoafiffency,. jfe -Mot xmti&omyom 

printed ift jLwlicsf, •0fedr,l&e«ri& r -lj& eater 
your f^lemti profeft^n^^i«mnRe6^«S 
of , couoty n\ee$i<ig%;%n4 jcrtrtmittees ; 0. 
of . wJmsJ* ftrobgly aadicate ; fbgas r o&er 
i$ade pfh adVifing, libf^e <>ther f<>rfri 0f 
player, of a. mpfe coercive juid .effectual 

Kln'Ci^ -m »• -• ,•*•.»«!»'/ ! f : '. '»-»«»<■* -' *n'UM 

* " ,' - * * v J 

; ) I fee in every part c&yowr Spe&fr i»uch 
diligence,: i much m formation^ and inucb 
arrangement? and it is, 3n this refpe^bdtfe 
^otertaini|ig:an<l' utfntudive^' hotri 5p«U 
ceiye, rat thsLfante timp* that it/ i^ithfe 
^rratigemeat of a roeatibaqt or ; raraufec<< 
tureiy ; whofe thought %p w> : farther jflWur 
to increase the fitiat '-profits of his trjtdegj^t 
^ffeiMfljg the. expeac^of ; itt Iftr&K&A 
man it wpul^l be n Mrtaiujy wife t&^tjjfe^ 
u&gl ,work of two labQurers; to ^ .$$#} 
fowned^by orte* or the workj<pf c$m$$$j 
tp be performed rby 3. machine ,; a^Jfoesfe 
thsnc* e y^icpnclude, that : it : W»^^e> 
^wlljrV^cW.the, Brififli na?i<% fft/gefe 
$.&*)»$&& crfths^j^^t^ &m*l 
n:::ii-j'j c ments 
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mem*executedby five or fix »en, at the 
a&taftal expence of a few hurtdwd pGunds* 
But,; Sir, you are fer behind in the art 
of fwnife-fnakiHg, if you imagine there is 
•Wy ; analogy- between the iupimte tna- 
fcageinetft of atf independent State, arid 
the Ifcanagtiient df a brewhdufei And 
J«t fo -you feem-inclked ; for in alithtt 
long Speech, in which you even proifefy 
aloogiWithfeviog money, an intention, to 
ctaraft many political abufes, there does v 
■fotippjeaft one political idea to direcl: or 
limjt fvauri o^onomy ; £> thtt^ for stay 
thing iy&u know, of confider* you : '«»ay 
beting - the prablic a pound^of -damage* 
wfefllfe y©^ 1 are • favitig it a» ounce i'itf 
UQiiBe^- Now, Sir, if I had leifum and 
ifio&ukioii to Write a letter c&Jong'as 
J«for38|>eech, it would be iafy fbt hie to' 
ftmt tftat the confideration of the public 
deoonoihy of every iiation is- j ihieparafcljr 
detme&ed with that of its parti&iM fbrrh 
of government t That in all^taVei, Where 1 
th<£ti£ of money is knowii^bne 1 unnterfal 
paaieii prevails ; which id tfeat^rtiHn^' 
j ' " : a certain 
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% a certain l^Hi; from, the whole inhabitants, 
to be afterwards distributed' to a few of 
them : That this diftribution is not 4}on<? 
intended $s ; the means of procuring cer 7 
tain feryices to be perfumed for thec^rrh 
4 munity,.; but is jtfelfpr f e of the ulfimptg 
ends for- which the money is *raifed ; 
That Recording to the different forms- *of 
government, the public; money is differ-t 
pntly ^if]trii>\ited ; and that the ny mbers 
arid <ju^lity : pf thfc receiver* is' that -wjiich 
chiefly .marks the different Cpnftititfiqns 
qf different ftates, whether defpotic,* griA 
tqcratic, or popular ; whether military or 
fccle.fia^ic^ Jn the courfe. pf thi§ differ-* 
tation, it would be eafy for me: to fjie\y 
that, oqe fottn of government is naturally 
lefs expensive than another; and I fhould 
pipbaljly finifr. it by fhewing, that. the 
9he^pef): i§, not always the moft eligible, 
At prqfent I fall content myfelf wit}} 
Q.bfefyi^g, ,that no fucfi leading, polir 
{ical principle; is to be found, either e^-r 
{tteflgd or irpplied, in your Speech ; hup 
9.n l^jp -c^uitf^irjr^ if \ye may be- allowed tq 
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judge by implication, there is ground to be* 
lievethat you had no fixed political principle 
at all in your mind at the time you compofed 
it. My ground for this bold aflertion is, 
that I find in different parts of that Speech 
a recommendation- of practices implying 
principles and views perfectly incompatible 
with one another. For in fome parts it 
feems to be your drift to extend the popula- 
rity of our government ; in other parts yotx 
praife a conduct borrowed from defpotifm, 
and which can only be expe&ed from fuch 
a State. For inftance, you recommend 
the frugal management of the King of 
Pruflia's houfliold, as a matter of imitatitfii 
for the King of Great-Britain. We all 
know that the King of PrufEa's cook is 
under contrail to furnifh dinner to his ma- 
jefty for twenty Shillings a day, and to 
receive five fhillings a-head for frtoh gudfttf 
as may be occafionally invited beyond 
that number. Now, Sir, I will venture' 
to affert, upon the credit of thofe whtf 
have often flood behind our Sovereign, 
when at his meals, that He is neither 1 a 

glutto* 



glutton* nqf an epicure ; and that he may 
fee fed - as cheaply as the Kind of Pruffia; 
wheneyef you and your friends will put 
Ifuqa ia a ftmjlar fituation. But this fru- 
gality is impra&icable while a Member of 
p^iatpent ii^fifts -qpon having the honour 
Qf 'tuning his fpit ; and who would im* 
mediately go over to t&£ Minority, in cafe 
his Majeftyfhould at any time find fault 
witl) t |ris goicfcetijiig as njuqh kitchen- f^e 
kt one day ,a£ would maintain the King of 
Pxiiffia arid* his French beaux efprits for a 
month* ; - r % 

Yo\j exhibit* with great oftentation, 
the late Edift of the King of France, re- 
raUingrmany lucrative offices that tad 
been granted to perfons. and families of 
great diflin&iorii cxpfefling at the fame 
time hi* intention of employing that 
moBieyui the defence pi the State, or of 
occafionally : diftributiog it to perfbns 
whpm ^dfhould thii^k. rnqft defervingw 
fhit you ought to qoufider, before you 
xxivfe- fu^hv insidious comp^rifbns, that z 
Fcen@h lung's ejli&s are equal in authority* 

:-\i * P 2 With 
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with 6ut A&s of parliament^ aad ttet 
none of thefe great people who- are thu# 
deprived of their appointments hate ahy 
votes, by which they may 'thfrairt fed 
jperplex his future meafures. " r ^ :: ;r 

You commend the King of Iftance "ioF 
his- judgment, and his regard for his 
people, in appointing one Whb fe a Swifs 
and a : Proteftant to direft his' finances. 
What are we to draw from herioe ? Would 
you think our.Kirrg' aifted wfth judgmMt 
if he fent for at foreign Papii^ r: let fifs 
knowledge of , finances be what it would* 1 

and fet him at tfce head of his treafury ? ' 
- ■.■■..'. '; :V/,.'I o- : -.'"* 

:.. If you could only tetbus What you woiiid 
be at, an obfcure friend like toe migfrtija 
perhaps able to 'help you in reducing it toe 
effeft, or in convincing you' that" it *«r&9 
Impradfcicable: ' < But, if ?aft8f rail this ' 
ambiguity* y&u ^e reaUy wil^Hg'to &?e 
the iv nation- V -money %^g«$ng oxif 
inotiarch, iike 'fh6 ''Kings r o£lfrance[ arid 
Prtiflra, an : ^riHnMtted ! 'p^fer I ^f : with-* 
M&fcg ktiiiW J ftftm thofe il? who -d<> 
«!;»/' s ' '■ nothing 
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Nothing ufefiil v fcr<! themv although 1 
tnoft heartily abominate the proje&y yet 
to Explain toyoti wh6t I ihfeaft^by this 
Jpirit &f bujtnefs, i } Will point otat^ method 
by' which it rtffiay be^afily acc#fnpliflled# 
No*y r pej1iapS ^WfH r the <;ommuttfcatfcin be 
altogether ufelete to. the public* Thtf 
knowledge of poildng is a iiefceffary braiich 
of the Medicinal tf¥,'Wer6 it Only-fbf this* 
that they are carefully to.be avoided* 
which Would -iKW happen;' if tfoofe who 
have the adtniniftration of medicines were 
next taught accurately to diftinguifh thofo 
poifons from the falutary drug^ . T 

1 ' '>:•>■- .'." ' ■ . ■•;.•'.' V« » '.' .'t\t. ~> 

» 1 

x;: .Wiffe :tfai$ . uie&i yis\f *' apjl m. pejrfeg 
poafcfeijfre that th£ good peopl/e of Eng* 
land will mot be; ib mad, as wittiogiy and 
willingly tofwall&w arfenic^k^ead'bf fu- 
gar, after I havie (hewn them : the.differ^.nce^ 
twill ihew yen*: how a King; .of England 
tnajLbe.fet as. jfree.from the otocsffity of 
corrupting or being voxxxiptQd 9 '.:iM.any 
Kingonthe.Coiitineritv .iNor.do I mean 
fociarrogajte. any 1 . praife jto . jny&lf Jfar . the 
i^i'.i :i difcovery; 
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difcpvery }.; for, I <*on&fe $# I recced 
the £rft hint of it &o® ^^ubl«iitt« of 
the Duke of R i c hmond.; though hfcgr^os* 
Who i^ : jnore> a roafit of ^buftte th«Ka 
jtiaii o£ .kufincfe, did itt* probacy ;fefr the 
whole jiierit of his Novation* nc^r tQ 
what a degree it njight fcp improved, 

Let there then be imitations, punted 
in the newfpapers for cpn fenfog meetings 
ineach.county,;addreffed^ •■»/■• v ; :,, 

7i the'rdfyh(^den 9 .aiTS^^ljmd dU\ibe 
ether inhabitants of the county (f } r:f -,/.., 
tewia &*w «*wr i**» permJ&rd: to watt zfar 
Members of parliatrwnti ajadr when met, 
let fome perfbn, previoufly trained at the 
fccietiesfo* publio {peaking, addrefs them 
in a^raia^foo^whsfc ii&e the following i 
• * Friends and Coufctrymen^ ^ • 
i " Y#u Jaufthave all obferved 1 that itt 
v the advertifement- for the purpofe qf 
** convening this meeting, the freehold* 
" ets of titte county have been ftudiopfly 
u exfcfcuded ; but it ijs now proper to in* 
" for ni you that thi6- exclufion is not in? 
44 temdied I -bo^> bev perpetual, God; - forbid 
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* thatrih a plan which is meant to eftablifh 
+* the equal liberty bf every Englifliman, 
*« the freeholders alone ftiould be depriv- 
u ed of their birthright. But as this plan 
44 fhifces direftly at what we apprehend 
44 to be an ufurpation of theirs, it might 
44 have been prodn£kive of much difbrder, 
44 if we had admitted them into out 
44 " deliberations, till the plan came to befo 
*' fettled, that their opposition to it would 
m be marrifeftly ineffe&ual, and confer 
44 quently not attempted. Indeed, if we 
44 were to interpret the -nafre Freeholder's, 
44 according to the conduct of .thofewho 
44 have fcorne it, we mull conclude that 
44 they were fo called from their, bottling 
44 themfelves alone to be free, while they 
"held all. 'the other .- inhabitants bf the 
44 county to be flaves, and creatures of 
44 whole perlbns andrproperty thoy hzd 
44 the intir? difpofaL; It is, indeed,, an 
44 usurpation of long landing, amd if it 
44 had been u&d mth ijoabderation, . and 
144 for the general good^of the community, 
44 it ixright have lifted fHH longer, 
« ■ ;> 2 " without 
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* 4 without; :our being promoted tofearcfc 
44 into its original -foundation. - But 
* 4 lulled by our long :pattdi£e. into a ftate 
44 of fecurity,. they hare, by -.little: and 
44 little, turned this ufurped power into a 
44 difgracQful and pernicious traffic, Svhich 
44 has at laft opened our eyes, arid obliges 
*' us to abolifti it, as oppreffive to the 
* 4 majority of the .individuals, and dan* 
44 gerous to the State itfelf/ Our govern- 
* 4 m6nt has been faid to be a government 
* 4 of King, Lords, and Commons*; but it 
44 has been faid unthinkingly and with- 
"out examination. It will be. .found, 
** that of late years, neither the. King, 
"the Lords, nor nixie out of ten of the 
44 Commons, have had any eflential fhare 
44 in it; but that the whole has been. 
44 exercifed by a few in the counties, 
'* who call tfyenjfelves Freeholders, and 
44 a few in certain towns, who call 
44 themfclves Freemen, under which names; 
44 whiqh add infult to injury, they have 
44 given and granted the property * of 
44 the rich and the poor, of the Peer 

44 an4 
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iK: and,the : Peafwt wHhauf $*$ a 4YM? <« 
J* cortm- : &ri& tp wbpn> did they %iv>$ 

«.< ,auid ;f gf^it pur tnoney? ft was faicj 
^vt^t^p.fcpgl .to 'be expended in £h§ 
i ^pybii5 / ^fyjce, and in. the defence qf 
M $ e £/P$P*V ^ -I s ha4 ? bee?i ; $fue f 
4 ^,t^6Re,wo\i)[d have beep' no folidgroun4 

^•.TbP.jtiQg^^upon a np arer infpeSipn, i§ 
*V iy>^ fflu^d put to bo Qjily their ftewaitf 
*?. pt b^nkefc; and that J&fJ, &v.e employed 
?,' tjpe pjeni^u^e of their p*pror, or influence, 
,'< in demanding back from him by their 
4 ^ Agents qr reprefentatives in parliament 
U a £reat part of this, public money for 
*', their jovrn private ufe ; and a much 

.v: jE 1 ^^ P art ^ an &$ public fervice, 
> c especially in time of war, could- with 
*' fafety permit. 

( *' I do xipt like to e&ter into a diiguft- 
,« ,ful detail of what has .been jjijtty 
" called ,a Srffan. °f Qrrjttfion. Thofe 
& who jhave mj qudo&tj qf this fort 
#-j$Ul fjnd/fufficiejtf; gratification to it 
: . E " from 
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from reading the lpeeches of the 
Minority in parliament, as printed in 
" every newfpaper; and from Mr. 
" Burke's excellent Speech, which for 
" your benefit he has given to the prefs* 
" It is fufficient for me to have hinted to 
«* you the general principle of this fyftem, 
" and the fource from whence it pro- 
" ceeds. The time is now come for 
" putting an end to it. It is now time 
" that our gracious Sovereign, our an- 
" cient Nobility, and every free-born 
" Englifhman. fliould be freed from an 
u unworthy' thraldom to a'fet 6f contract 
<c tors, jobbers, and Eaft India clerks j 
" and thfct, infteid of the dominion of 
u money, the dominion of men fhould 
" be once more reftored. ' If you are 
" hearty in this defign, nothing can 
" prevent the accomplishment of it. To 
«' bribe you will not be attempted; and 
«* you are too numerous to be forced. 
" Nor is there any quarter from whence 
< 4 force is to be apprehended. The King 

" xnuft 
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u muft be pl^afed with our dutiful attach? 

V meht, and the confidence we place iij 

" him: tthe Nobility feexn to participate 

** of our fuffering6; and even many of the 

4i Freeholders' fhewthemfelves to be dif- 

" (atisfied;wirfrthe confluences of the 

'* fyftem, as appears by the petitions and 

c * refblves. of jthe late county meetings, 

though^byti^e biasM Freeholders having 

been the majority at thefe meetings, 

y there has been no attempt made at them 

.^for probing the fore to the bottom, and 

-" producing an effe&uaj cure* 

* " I therefore move, Thdt an humble 

" addrefs and petition be drawn up and 

K " .prefented to bis Majejly, praying bim to 

" take under his royal and paternal care the 

" expenditure of the public money : That he 

'• will, be gracioiffly pleafil to aboltfh all 

^Jinecures and tifelefs places ; to retrench all 

r " exorbitant falaries ; and to revoke or di- \ 

44 mmijh all pen/ions which are held by per* 

.../' Jons who. hqve never done any thing to 

". deferve them. And x moreover •, to ajfure 

?'";: ; '-"' e 2 « Us 
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u his Majefly, that Me, his foktful fibfle, 
** will fupport him in the execution of this 
"his public duty, with our lives and for- 
** tunes, againfi every cabal of every dendmi- 
x * nation what/bever.** 

This, Sir,, is a planfibfefort of lan- 
guage, which has often, been fucceftrul 
in deftroying public liberty; and perhaps 
; never bade fairer for fuccefi than in this 
country at this prefeht :rnbe. I hope, 
.however, that neither you? nor any of 
vour aflbciates in reformation, wtHfiSter 
your^ rage igainft bad minifters to carry 
you fuch lengths as to try the experiment. 
Every form of government, nk6 every tifcher 
contrivance of tfcat frail and impetfett 
creature, man, is fubjecfc to abufes, bf one 
fort or another ; and it'.ifr a fufficieiit en- 
comium upon ours to lay, that it is, in the 
opinion of the wifeft men. in Europe, that 
form by which abufes are beft prevented. 
Whatever checks can be conftitutionally 
given to faults in the adminiftration of 
our government, it is our duty to give; 

3 but 
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bVlt let mis be r ttutiwis in ; ^emtod* 

ments;-,' how We ; 'touch' that Vene^ble-GJoi*I 

ftitution itfelf, J arid 'fet tis^tcyfttofly^-ap^ 

proach <■ it with,* .. fearful s ^^Jxembling 

hand. OdHngentorum annorum fortuna dip* 

ciplindque t&thfiageJhkc cdatifit rqtfie cmoeUi - 

trift(wm r frith cotrvellentium non poteft. Sed 

*oobis maximum difcrimen, penes -fuvsi*4wwt 

& opes> praclptue bellorum caufie.^ Thefe 

lines of Tacitus I beg you to read to your 

friend the Marquis of Rockingham; ■ 

and to tell him from me, his unknown 

well-wiftiev that * whatever advantage 

may accrue to the low, the profligate, and 

the needy, from the bonds of law and m ) 

government being thrown loofe, that a / 

Peer of England, with a fortune fuitable ( 

to his high rank, has nothing to hope 

from it, nor from any of thbfe fcenes k 

of bloodflied and rapine, with which ! 

fiich diffolutions are generally attended, 

Thefe, Sir, uncpnne&ed with all party 
views, are my own genuine fentiments 

upon 
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upon the bufinefs now in agitation ; and 
I hope you will believe me equally fin* 
cere, when I affure you, that 

I am, with great perfbnal regard^ 
Your friend and well-wifher, 

STEADY. 
London, Afar. 13, 
1780. 
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